
Saddler’s Woods is located at 250 MacArthur Blvd. Haddon Township, NJ. For directions go to the visit page of saddlerswoods.org. 

Bringing in the New for Saddler’s Woods

This time of year many people are thinking about 
creating a fresh start as they plan for 2016. SWCA 

is doing the same – setting goals and planning for the 
upcoming season of events in what is now our 12th year 
of operations.  One of our major goals has been to update 
and revamp our website. Thanks to Lisa MacCarrigan, our 
Director of Communications, we are well on our way to a 
new and improved website that will also adapt for mobile 
phones and iPad views. Please check it out at www.
saddlerswoods.org and let us know your feedback!  

We have also been keeping people informed on late breaking 
news and activities with our Facebook page. If you haven’t 
checked us out on Facebook please do! We are often able to 
provide quick updates on our programs this way. 

2016 has also brought a new director to our ranks! We 
are very excited to welcome Lorraine Prince as the new 
Director of Education and Community Outreach. She is 
busy planning workshops and children’s programs for 
late winter and spring, including a rain barrel workshop, 
a children’s spring “school’s out camp”, and information 
tables for local green events. 

On the research front, our efforts took a new turn this past 
fall, by reaching out to The American Chestnut Foundation 
(TACF). SWCA’s Director of Forest Management, Robyn 
Jeney, along with former Director Donna Moffett, sent 
photos of an American chestnut tree growing in the old 
growth portion of the woods to the foundation for evaluation. 
TACF did confirm that the tree we long thought might be 
an American chestnut was that species indeed. Due to its 
irregular shrublike growth pattern we could not be certain. 

In the future, in partnership with TACF, we will  be able to 
plant the new, hybrid breed of American chestnut tree that 
is being developed. This hybrid will be resistant to the blight 
that decimated the once prominent tree of eastern forests 
and is the cause of the irregular growth of the chestnut tree 
in Saddler’s Woods. The blight appeared in 1904 when 
imported Chinese and Japanese chestnut trees brought the 
fungus to the U.S. By 1950, four billion American chestnut 
trees were gone. We are thrilled that Saddler’s Woods will 
be a host site for the revamped American chestnut saplings 
and we will be monitoring their growth and adaptability to 
what was once their prime habitat.
 

As you start the new year,  I hope you 
will have time to go to the woods or 
a natural spot close to home.  Having 
some quiet time in nature always helps 
me reflect, making me more focused 
and ready to face new challenges. 
Winter is also a great time to just play 
in the snow!  Whether you are young 
or still young at heart, I hope you get 
the chance to go for a sleigh ride or 
build a snowman! 

And for those of you who would just as soon wait for spring, 
mark your calendars for April 2nd – our annual spring clean-
up! Volunteers will be needed to pick up litter, weed invasive 
plants, and  maintain trails. To register email me at janet@
saddlerswoods.org or call 856-869 -7372. 

   - Janet Goehner-Jacobs, Executive Director 
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Saddler’s Run is beautiful when cloaked in winter snow!
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Heidi and Janet enjoying 
a winter hike.
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from wheat into the American chestnut genome. The desired 
result is an American chestnut variety that possesses all 
of its naturally occurring genes, plus the blight-resistant 
wheat gene.

There are additional challenges involved in this work, 
including climate change-induced shifts in the native range 
of the American chestnut, other native and introduced 
pathogens that may impact a species being reintroduced 
into an ecosystem that has changed during its absence, 
various regulatory restrictions controlling plantings in 
publicly owned forests, and unintended consequences of 
genetic breeding and modification. In spite of the various 
obstacles, both organizations hope that widespread 
restoration projects may be only a decade or so away.

In September 2015, SWCA submitted photographs, 
measurements and the location of a shrub-like American 
chestnut in Saddler’s Woods to TACF for its records in 
tracking native range and extant population. It is likely 
that this individual is affected by the blight and will never 
grow beyond its diminutive scraggly state. Its presence 
provides us with barely a shadow of the heritage of our 
eastern forests. But it may yet help in the effort to return 
the American chestnut to its prominent role in northeastern 
forests, and that is an ecological restoration project we can 
certainly get behind.

-Robyn Jeney, Director of Forest Management

Perhaps some day we will be able to enjoy the sight of the 
beautiful American chestnut in Saddler’s Woods again!

The American chestnut 
(Castanea dentata) 

was once a common, 
late-flowering, abundantly 
fruiting canopy tree in 
eastern North America. An 
estimated 4 billion of these 
trees dominated woodlands 
from Maine down to Florida. 
American chestnuts served 
as vital food sources for a 
wide range of wildlife, and 
their rot-resistant wood 
provided an invaluable 
timber source. Yet most of 
us have never seen even 
one mature 100-foot tall 
American chestnut tree, let 
alone a forest dominated by 
them. What gives?

In the early 1900s, Asian chestnut trees imported to 
the U.S. inadvertently brought with them a fungus that 
American chestnuts had never experienced. Although 
Asian chestnuts had co-evolved resistance to the so-called 
chestnut blight, American chestnuts were quickly and 
catastrophically battered as the fungal spores entered their 
tissues through wounds, choking the flow of nutrients above 
the infection site. Within decades, the plentiful hardwood 
foundation species was reduced to isolated uninfected 
pockets and low-growing, multi-stemmed shrubs locked in 
a cycle of growth and dieback, destined never to reach the 
mature, majestic heights of their ancestors. These shrubs 
neither flower nor fruit, virtually useless to the wildlife that 
once depended upon them.

Researchers are working 
to establish a blight-
resistant variety of 
American chestnut that 
can repopulate eastern 
North American forests. 
The American Chestnut 
Foundation (TACF; www.
acf.org) uses back-
crossing methods to breed 
Chinese chestnuts (C. 
mollisima) with American 
chestnuts and then breed 
blight-resistant offspring 
with more American 

chestnuts. The end goal is a genetic hybrid that contains 
mostly American chestnut DNA and retains the blight-
resistance of the Chinese chestnut.

The American Chestnut Research and Restoration Project 
(www.esf.edu/chestnut) is pursuing a different strategy, 
using genetic engineering to insert a blight-resistant gene 

American Chestnut (Castanea dentata)

American chestnut burr (fruit) from a 
specimen at the Tanger Arboretum in 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

Drawing of the once-common 
American chestnut by John Torrey, 

M.D. F.L.S.

PHOTO CREDITS: 

1. DRAWING BY JOHN TORREY. M.D. F.L.S. (A FLORA OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, VOL. 2.) VIA WIKIMEDIA 
COMMONS.

2. PHOTO BY DADEROT, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS.

3. PHOTO BY RANDY NONENMACHER (OWN WORK) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (HTTP://CREATIVECOMMONS.ORG/
LICENSES/BY-SA/3.0)], VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS. 
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SWCA Welcomes Lorraine Prince as 
Director of Education & Community Outreach

Recently, SWCA launched a new, greatly enhanced 
version of our website. The overall objective was to 

make it easier for our audience to learn more about our 
organization, our impacts, and ways to get involved.

The new website is formatted to display cleanly based on 
the technology being used, so that the content is useful 
and accessible whether at home on a computer monitor or 
in the woods looking for on-the-spot information. Subpage 
headings have been rearranged and expanded to make 
finding resources and opportunities more intuitive for 
students, educators, and visitors to the woods. Each page 
has been redesigned to include more images of the woods 
and more modern, eye-pleasing graphics.

In addition to the more appealing, updated appearance and 
intuitive arrangement of information, several new features 
have been added or are in the works, including:

• Form-based contact, allowing our audience to easily get 
in touch with us both on the web and from mobile devices;
• A visual calendar that clearly displays upcoming events 
and opportunities;
• Free learning resources, compiled in one location, for 
easy access and downloading by students and educators;
• An enhanced media section, featuring more photographs 
of flora and fauna found in the woods, our dedicated 
volunteers, educational, outreach and stewardship events, 
and restoration and research projects (coming soon);
• Updated highlights and findings from current and past 
research projects (coming soon);
• Online registration/sign-up for stewardship events, 
education programs and volunteer opportunities (coming 
soon); and
• An updated, interactive trail map (coming soon).

We are really excited about our website’s new look. If you 
haven’t visited www.saddlerswoods.org in the new year, 
take some time to get reacquainted with the variety of 
information and opportunities SWCA offers – and stop back 
often for new images and updated content!

- Lisa MacCarrigan, Director of Communications

Check Out Our New and Improved Website!

We are excited to introduce our new Director of 
Education and Community Outreach, Lorraine 

Prince. Initially a graphic arts student who became a 
computer artist, communications coordinator, and website 
project manager for a major technology company, Lorraine 
is happy to merge a lifetime of disparate skills to use for the 
greater good of the natural world. 

Lorraine is a resident of 
Collingswood, NJ, where she is 
an active participant in several 
ongoing environmental initiatives 
within the community. Lorraine 
will help to keep our conservation 
momentum going by leading 
SWCA’s education programs and 
expanding our outreach efforts to 
the community at large. 

Currently, she is hard at work 
revving up our public programs 
such as the rain barrel workshop 
on February 20th, a children’s 
spring camp program in March, 
and several Earth Day outreach 
events in the region. 

For more details about the upcoming educational 
opportunities Lorraine has planned, and some great facts 
and activities about owls, see the Children’s Corner column 
on the next page!  

- Janet Goehner-Jacobs, Executive Director 

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events
April 2 –  9:30 am to 1:00 pm, Spring Clean-up Event: 
Volunteers needed!

April 23 – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Haddon Township  
Go Green Event

April 16 – 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Collingswood Green 
Festival (along Irvin Avenue)

May 21 –  10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Spring Botany Tour 
(Rain Date May 22)

June 11 –  9:30 am to 1:00 pm, Trails Day Clean-up: 
Volunteers needed!
For registration details and more information, contact janet@
sadderswoods.org or call 856-869-7372.

Please join SWCA in 
welcoming Lorraine Prince 

as our latest Director of 
Education and  

Community Outreach!
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Take your ears for a walk in the woods!

January and February is a great time to hear owls in 
Saddler’s Woods. If you are really lucky, you may see 

one too. In late winter, owls are on the lookout for mates so 
they spend a lot of time in the woods calling to each other. 
That can mean baby owls in the spring!

All owls have ears that are so sensitive that if a mouse 
stepped on a twig at the end of a football field, the owl would 
hear it! That means an owl will hear you even before you 
know it’s nearby.

Eastern screech owl: 
If you visit Saddler’s Woods on a cold 
sunny day, look closely at the openings 
of tree cavities and you might see an 
eastern screech owl – no bigger than 
a jar of peanut butter – sunning itself 
sleepily after a night of hunting and 
hooting. Despite the name, screech-
owls don’t screech; their voice is softer, 
almost like a horse when it whinnies. 

Great horned owl: 
As the sun goes down, listen for the 
deeper hoots of the great horned owl. 
If you stand in one spot for a while 
and are really quiet, you may see one 
sitting on a tree limb looking back at 
you with its giant yellow eyes. You’ll 
know it’s a great horned owl by the 
very long ears that resemble horns but 
are actually pointy tufts of feathers.

Good luck listening for owls in Saddler’s Woods. If you hear 
or see one – please let us know by sending an email to us 
at info@saddlerswoods.org.

-Lorraine Prince, Director of Education and Community Outreach

Children’s Corner

Don’t you wish you could do this?
Owls’ eyes are so large they can’t move back and forth like 
a human’s. But that’s ok because owls can turn their heads 
almost completely around to see what’s behind them. 

Heads up! 
Owls have soft feathers that give them the ability to fly 
silently and sneak up on their prey.

Mm-mm tasty! 
Owls don’t have teeth to chew with, so when they catch a 
mouse or other bird, they eat it whole and later vomit up 
pellets that contain the stuff their stomachs couldn’t digest 
– bones and feathers!

Joke:
Question: What do you call an owl with a low voice?
Answer: A gr-owl!

Owls!
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Fast Facts

Connect the Dots

Mark Your Calendar - Educational Events
February 20 – 1:00 to 4:00 pm, Workshop: Make Your 
Own Rain Barrel. Adults.

March 28 & 29 – 3:30 to 5:00 pm, Blue Planet: Who’s 
in the Water? Ages 5 to 6.

March 30 & 31 – 3:30 to 5:00 pm, Blue Planet: Who’s 
in the Water? Ages 7 to 9.

For registration, costs, and more information, contact 
lorraine@saddlerswoods.org or call 856-869-7372.
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Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association 
Membership Request

 
Date: _________

___New Member(s)
___Gift Membership(s) 
___Renewal

Newsletter: _____Email   _____Postal Mail

Member’s or  Gift Recipient 
Name(s)____________________________

___________________________________

 Address____________________________

___________________________________

Member’s  City_____________ State____ 

Zip Code __________

Member’s Phone:(_____)_______________

Member’s Email: _____________________

Membership Categories: 

Student $10 ___ Regular $12 ___ Associate $20-$49 ____ (enter amount)  Supporting $50-$74 ____ (enter amount) 

Contributing $75-$99 ____ (enter amount)  Preferred $100-$499 ____ (enter amount) 

Patron $500-$999 ____ (enter amount)  Lifetime $1000 ____  Other $_________

____ Yes my company will match my gift. Company Name ___________________________

How did you hear about us? Please check all that apply.
Presentation __ Tour __ Web search __ Volunteer event __ Table at community event __ 

Education Programs __  News article __ Live locally __ Library __ Family/ Friend __ Radio __ TV/Video __ 
Flier or posting at local business__ Other, please describe _____________________________

May we contact you to discuss volunteer opportunities to share your skills with SWCA?  Y or N

To join or renew online go to the membership page of www.saddlerswoods.org or make checks payable to 
Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association and mail your check with this form to:

Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association, PO Box 189, Oaklyn, NJ 08107

Contributions are Tax Deductible as Provided by Law

For Gift Memberships:
Donor’s Name(s)_______________________________ 

____________________________________________

Donor’s 
Address_________________________________

____________________________________________

Donor’s City ______________ State _____

Zip Code ____________

Donor’s Phone (_____)__________________________

Donor’s Email: ________________________________


