
Saddler’s Woods is located at 250 MacArthur Blvd. Haddon Township, NJ. For directions go to the visit page of saddlerswoods.org. 

SWCA by the Numbers: Measuring Success

As with any endeavor, measuring your success against 
the proverbial “stake in the ground” helps guide progress 

towards your goals. In our annual meeting this past June, 
the SWCA Executive Board set goals for the upcoming fiscal 
year. These goals help to direct our efforts towards habitat 
restoration, scientific research, and education programs. We 
also set goals to measure public support and our financial 
well-being. We have both long- and short-term goals, and for 
the 2015 - 2016 fiscal year our key goals are to:

• Generate 750 volunteer hours for habitat restoration; 
• Provide over 700 hours in education programs;
• Improve our membership base to 170 members; and
• Execute $25,000 in grant projects. 
 
Habitat restoration done hand 
in hand with scientific research 
is an essential priority for 
SWCA, as we strive to reverse 
the decades of fragmentation 
and neglect that Saddler’s 
Woods endured prior to 
permanent preservation. If 
we can generate at least 750 
volunteer hours towards 
improving the habitat in 
addition to executing funded 
restoration grants, we will be targeting our long-range goals for 
reducing invasive species to a manageable 10% infestation 
in 15 acres of  target restoration zones by 2018. Volunteers 
also have a great impact by planting native species to 
revegetate after removing invasives and to stabilize stream 
banks eroded by uncontrolled stormwater. This hands-on 
approach, coupled with our strong involvement and advocacy 
for best stormwater practices in adjacent development 
projects, will protect the stream in Saddler’s Woods and help 
reduce impacts in the greater Newton Creek watershed. 

We regularly provide guided tours and environmental 
education programs to all ages. By aiming to provide  
700 hours in environmental programs we are dedicating 
ourselves to fostering a sustainable ethic that transcends 

the borders of Saddler’s Woods and becomes a life skill for 
generations to come. 

Each year we try to increase our membership base to help 
pay for operating expenses and we apply for grants. The 
dollar amounts we seek are intended to help us build our 
capacity as an organization and meet our objectives. With 
a new year just underway, I am proud to say that we are 
already well on our way to achieving many of our goals. We 
received our first grant of $4,000 for this fiscal year from the 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation for habitat restoration 
and stewardship. 

Saddler’s Woods is managed by a 100% volunteer board 
of directors that donates nearly 2,450 hours of their time 
annually. These donated professional services ensure that 
SWCA operates using sound forestry management practices, 
engages the public towards our mission, and abides by all 
regulatory requirements and filings to maintain our 501(c)3 
charitable organization status.

To learn more about SWCA’s progress toward our goals 
over the past year, see our exciting new annual summary 
infographic on Page 3. And if you want to help us meet 
our goals for this year, our next clean-up will be our Fall 
Stewardship Event on Saturday, October 17th from 9:30 am 
to 1:00 pm, rain or shine. I hope to see you there!

   - Janet Goehner-Jacobs, Executive Director

Team Leader Anne Hoban and 
2014 Volunteer of the Year Tess 

Gregory help plant native species.
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SWCA relies on the hard work of wonderful volunteers like you!
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English ivy (Hedera helix) is a great ground cover, I’ll 
give it that. Although I might say ground cover-er, since 

in my experience in the woods it’s smothering some poor, 
hapless violet or aster or whatever might grow in its place. 
But I get why folks use it to landscape their yards: English 
ivy does the job grass does, without having to mow the 
lawn. Its evergreen leaves are attractive. Plus, it thrives in 
shady areas beneath trees where grass struggles to grow 
anyway.

The problem with English ivy is that small pieces of those 
tough, woody stems break off during a storm and wash 
away in the rain gutter to the local woods nearby. Maybe 
landscaping clippings fall out of a dumpster near the woods 
and blow in on a windy day. However it gets there, the same 
tenacity and easy-to-grow traits that serve well as a no-
stress landscaping measure give that tiny piece of material 
what it takes to grow new roots in an open area in the 
woods and colonize a new site. 

What if you slowly replaced 
your English ivy (or parts 
of your lawn) with leafy 
green ferns that require no 
more effort than your other 
groundcovers? Some native 
fern species are surprisingly 
easy to find at native plant 
sales and sometimes even 
local nurseries. You can 
even find New York fern, 
featured in the Species 
Spotlight, which forms those nice low clumps in shaded 
areas. Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides) is a 
popular landscaping choice too. The fronds stay green 
through December, and the fern itself retains a tidy round 
shape. Sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis), polypody fern 
(Polypodium virginianum) and royal fern (Osmunda regalis) 
are more attractive natives to consider. 

Most ferns do prefer some watering during dry spells, but the 
native species are well adapted to our area’s typical climate. 
So once you’ve established your fern patch, you can let it go 
and just water it during dry periods – sounds a lot like English 
ivy maintenance, but with a result that helps your local 
woodlands and the species that depend on native habitats.   

-Robyn Jeney, Director 
of Forest Management

Know Your Native Options:  
Ferns as a Groundcover

You’ll find several species of native ferns in Saddler’s 
Woods. New York fern (Thelypteris noveboracensis) 

grows in deep green colonies of delicate fronds about 
one to two feet tall near the bank of Saddler’s Run. 
(Noveboracense is the Latin word for New York.)

New York fern is common in sundappled 
canopy openings in damp woodlands. 
Its fronds are tapered at both tip and 
base, making it fairly easy to identify 
and also to remember, as New Yorkers 
often burn the candle at both ends. 

If you look closely at the fronds in the 
cluster of New York fern, you may 
notice that some are slightly different. 
The undersides of the fertile fronds, 
which look like sterile fronds with more 
rounded pinnae, feature small round 
sori along the mid-veins of the pinnae. 
Each sori contains sporangia, which 
are cases of spores. Spores are ferns’ 
sexual reproductive mechanism.

New York fern is delicate in 
appearance and spreads 
asexually via its rhizome, or 
underground stem, resulting 
in large colonies of wispy, airy 
fronds catching droplets of 
sun through the tree canopy 
above. Like many ferns, it 
adds a sense of magic to the 
earthy woodland aura.

-Robyn Jeney, Director of Forest 
Management

Species Spotlight: New York Fern  
(Thelypteris noveboracensis)
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Notice the small round sori that dot 
the undersides of the pinnae (leafy 

sections) of this fertile frond.

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events

September 12 – 2:00 pm, “Along The Cooper River” 
Talk & Open House (starting at 12:00 pm) at the 
Environmental & Historical Center

September 19 – 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, Saddlertown 
Day at Rhoads Temple United Methodist Church

October 3 –  10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Fall Botany Tour

October 3 –  12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, 26th Annual 
Haddon Township Block Party (Rain Date October 4)

October 17 –  9:30 am to 1:00 pm, Fall Stewardship 
Event Clean-up: Volunteers needed!

For registration details and more information, contact janet@
sadderswoods.org or call 856-869-7372.

Christmas fern has pinnae that  
look like little boots, or stockings.
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New York fern fronds 
are tapered at both 

ends, a unique char-
acteristic amongst our 
region’s native ferns.
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You can plant ferns, like this Christmas fern, in wet 
areas in your yard with other water-friendly plants.
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2014 - 2015
Annual 

Summary

Restoration Education Management
974 716

163

2463

7

through individuals, small groups, 
and three large cleanup events.

through a mix of botany tours, open 
houses, and community events.

HOURS OF DONATED 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HOURS PROVIDED FOR 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

HOURS VOLUNTEERED

Targeted 15 non-native invasive species 
for removal in 15 acres of forest habitat.

Reduced invasive species infestations to less 
than 50% in target restoration zones.

valued at

$63,263*
ACTIVE MEMBERS MANAGING DIRECTORS

All values reflect fiscal year 2014 - 2015 (7/1/14 - 6/30/15).
*Calculation based on IRS rate of $25.68 per hour.

YEARS IN OPERATION11

Stabilized 300 feet of stream bank 
with native plants and restored 
15 acres of forest habitat.



Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association 
Membership Request

 
Date: _________

___New Member(s)
___Gift Membership(s) 
___Renewal

Newsletter: _____Email   _____Postal Mail

Member’s or  Gift Recipient 
Name(s)____________________________

___________________________________

 Address____________________________

___________________________________

Member’s  City_____________ State____ 

Zip Code __________

Member’s Phone:(_____)_______________

Member’s Email: _____________________

Membership Categories: 

Student $10 ___ Regular $12 ___ Associate $20-$49 ____ (enter amount)  Supporting $50-$74 ____ (enter amount) 

Contributing $75-$99 ____ (enter amount)  Preferred $100-$499 ____ (enter amount) 

Patron $500-$999 ____ (enter amount)  Lifetime $1000 ____  Other $_________

____ Yes my company will match my gift. Company Name ___________________________

How did you hear about us? Please check all that apply.
Presentation __ Tour __ Web search __ Volunteer event __ Table at community event __ 

Education Programs __  News article __ Live locally __ Library __ Family/ Friend __ Radio __ TV/Video __ 
Flier or posting at local business__ Other, please describe _____________________________

May we contact you to discuss volunteer opportunities to share your skills with SWCA?  Y or N

To join or renew online go to the membership page of www.saddlerswoods.org or make checks payable to 
Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association and mail your check with this form to:

Saddler’s Woods Conservation Association, PO Box 189, Oaklyn, NJ 08107

Contributions are Tax Deductible as Provided by Law

For Gift Memberships:
Donor’s Name(s)_______________________________ 

____________________________________________

Donor’s 
Address_________________________________

____________________________________________

Donor’s City ______________ State _____

Zip Code ____________

Donor’s Phone (_____)__________________________

Donor’s Email: ________________________________


